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sorption of the drug. The thymol and charcoal were given in doses 
of one grain each three times a day; the charcoal half an hour before 
meals and the thymol half an hour after meals. These doses were 
continued for from one to two weeks. The bacterial content of the 
stools of normal individuals was teste I after charcoal alone and after 
thymol alone and showed a distinct reduction but the diminution in 
bacteria was far greater when they were given together. The authors 
are of the opinion that this method is an efficient way of inducing 
intestinal disinfection. 
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The Disinfection of the Skin Before Operation.—At a Meeting of 
the Obstetrical Society of Berlin, Franz (Ztschr.f. GcburUh .«. Gyndh., 
1915, lxxvi) stated that the use of the sterile rubber glove had solved 
the problem of disinfecting the hands. The question still remains as 
to what should be done with the skin at the field of operation. We may 
recall the elaborate methods which have been tried, consuming from 
twenty minutes to a half hour. The use of iodine has made such disin¬ 
fection much shorter and less complicated. Franz compares the results 
obtained by the use of iodine in disinfecting the skin at the field of 
operation during one year. There were 273 abdominal sections, and 
as some were Alexander operations with double incisions there were 
334 incisions. The mortality was 5.4 per cent. Perfect healing without 
secretion occurred in 81.7 per cent. Wound abscess formed in G.9 
per cent., and there was secretion in the wound in 0.0 per cent. 

He compares these results with the work of another year, in which 
tlie following method was used: On the day preceding operation, 
the patient had a very thorough general bath. In sonic cases the 
abdomen was cleansed with cotton dipped in alcohol. No other local 
disinfection was practised. In this series there were 324 abdominal 
sections, with 81 Alexander operations, the latter making 405 inci¬ 
sions. The mortality was 4.0 per cent., while S5.9 per cent, of the 
cases had perfect healing without complications. Abscess formed 
in the wound in S.l per cent., and there was secretion in the wound in 
3.3 per cent. When the two series are compared the results are all in 
favor of the bath and occasional alcohol method only, except in the 
occurrence of abscess in the wound. By the iodine method there was 
a smaller percentage than by the other, but this is counterbalanced 
by the fact that in the simpler method secretion occurred much more 
rarely in the wound. In discussion, Fromme described experiments 
which he had made upon some of the pregnant smaller animals to 
obtain their young in absolutely sterile conditions. To do this the 
young were delivered by Cesarean section, in a carefully sterilized 
room, and were then fed upon sterile food to avoid any possible con- 
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tamination with bacteria. The young so delivered were stronger and 
grew much faster than those bom in the ordinary way. The room was 
so constructed that manipulation could be performed with the hands 
covered with rubber gloves, without admitting air which contained 
bacteria. The further experiment was tried of making abdominal 
incisions upon these sterile animals to determine the healing of the 
wound. When the stitches were removed the wounds were found per¬ 
fectly clean, but the edges were not in immediate apposition. The 
result would indicate that some bacteria are a benefit to the healing 
of the wound. Jolly recalled Olshausen’s habit in cases of recently- 
ruptured, ectopic pregnancy, to operate without preparing the abdomi¬ 
nal wall at all, and simply pour alcohol over the instruments. The 
results were excellent. No patient diet! of septic infection, and the 
wounds healed without complications. Jolly believed that the skin 
at the umbilicus was most dangerous through retained secretions and 
bacteria. Hammerschlag had tried applying wet dressings of bich¬ 
loride solution to the abdominal wall for twelve hours preceding opera¬ 
tion. He had seen one fatal bichloride poisoning as a result. Bunun 
had noticed that with the saute precautions a series of cases would 
proceed witli excellent healing of abdominal wounds, and then would 
come a series where stitch abscess and other complications would 
arise. At times in a Clinic nurses and physicians show a tendency 
to suppurating eruptions of the skin. Bwnm described ibis to be the 
gradual development of bacteria in the hospital itself, and especially 
where cases were brought in infected, or where malignant growths 
proceded to suppuration. 

Abdominal Cesarean Section Under Local Anesthesia.— Webster 
( Surg ., Gyucc., and Obst., May, 1915) adds three others to his list of 
cases of Cesarean section under local anesthesia. The first patient had 
been in labor twenty-four hours and was somewhat exhausted, the 
fetal head very hard, large and above the pelvic brim, the cervix dilated. 
The operation was successful, the child weighing nine pounds, ten 
ounces. The patient remained quiet throughout the operation. The 
second patient was a girl of thirteen years and some months at full 
term pregnancy, the head to large to pass the pelvis. The child weighed 
eight pounds, three ounces, and the mother remained quiet during 
the operation. The third patient had placenta previa and pulmonary 
tuberculosis. Novocain was used with her, and to prevent further 
impregnation, the Fallopian tubes were divided. The results were 
satisfactory. He also reports the case of a woman who had a hernia 
of the fundus uteri. The hernial sac which was composed of the fun¬ 
dus was about three inches wide, on the left of the middle line, rising 
about an inch and u half above the level of the uterine wall. When 
the uterus contracted the hernia was made more prominent by the 
amniotic liquid forced into it. On section the hernial portion was 
removed, as it was only onc-eighth of an inch thick. He also per¬ 
formed section under local anesthesia upon a woman, who, in a pre¬ 
vious pregnancy had fallen on a bread knife which had perforated 
the anterior abdominal wall and uterus, necessitating an abdominal 
Cesarean section. Within two months of this operation she again 
became pregnant. At the second operation, the uterine incision was 



